
HOMILY FOR THE 3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT (GAUDETE SUNDAY) YEAR B 

(1st Is 61:1-2,10-11; Resp Lk 1:46ff; 2nd 1 Thess 5:16-24; Gosp Jn 1:6-8,19-28) 

 

THEME: THE JOY OF THE LORD IS OUR CAUSE OF REJOICING  

 

1) My dearest friends in Christ, 

We have every reason to rejoice and be joyful “in the Lord” as we celebrate the third (3rd) Sunday of 

Advent also known as “GAUDETE SUNDAY” or “Sunday of Joy” as Pope Francis called in the year 

2014.  

The word “Gaudete” means “Rejoice.” The entrance antiphon pushing it more deeper tells us: “Rejoice in 

the Lord always; again I say, rejoice, the Lord is near” (Phil 4:4-5). Also, the opening prayer enjoins us 

who are ‘faithfully awaiting the feast of the Lord’s Nativity’ which is the feast of our Salvation and 

Redemption to pray to always celebrate with worship and glad rejoicing.   

2) We are still in Advent! Yes, but we have cause to rejoice and be joyful. It’s also true that the Spirit of 

Advent is one of expectation for the feast of Christmas as well as for the second coming of our Lord, 

Jesus Christ. But on a day like today, the penitential exercises suitable to that spirit are kinda relaxed in 

view of the symbolization of the joy and gladness associated with the promised redemption. 

3) The work of God which expresses God’s love, mercy, compassion, kindness, forgiveness, justice, 

patience etc., also brings joy, true satisfaction and lasting fulfillment. It is the work of rebirth, deliverance, 

liberation, redemption and salvation. What more could’ve caused the “great rejoicing” and “glad 

exultation” in the first reading than “the proclamation of the the year of the Lord’s favour” witnessed by 

the people of Israel as they returned from exile in Babylon, free, and start rebuilding the temple at 

Jerusalem? They have every cause to rejoice and be glad as their “sorrows was turned into joy” (Jn 16:16-

22) What more could have brought so much joy and gladness to Mary, ever Virgin, than the “great things 

the Mighty One of Israel did for her which made her the Mother of Jesus, the Saviour and the Mother of 

God, the Redeemer? That’s the reason for the  “Magnificat!” And that’s our reason too, to rejoice and be 

joyful cause through Mary “Christmas is born.” Jesus is is our “Christmas” as well as our “Eternal Life.” 

His coming brought “light” and “joy” in the world. He is close to us for he is our “Immanuel.”                   

                        4) Like John the Baptist, we are called to witness to his light, his truth, his kingdom which 

is God’s kingdom in order to share in his “glory” and “divine life” eternally when he comes at the end of 

times. He is near! So, let us with joy and gladness watch, wait, prepare and open our hearts to receive him 

at any time he will choose to come. No matter the situation in which we find ourselves, no matter the 

tribulations, the pandemic, that problem and ugly circumstances, let’s look up and heed the voices of John 

the Baptist and St. Paul to be ready in joy “for in his presence, there’s fullness of joy” (Ps 16:11). 

 


