
REFLECTION FOR THE 14TH SUNDAY OF THE ORDINARY TIME ,  YEAR C 

(Isaiah 66:10-14; Ps. 66; Galatians 6:14-18; Luke 10:1-12, 17-20) 02/07/2022 

THEME: OBEDIENCE AND LOVE FOR THE LORD IS OBEDIENCE AND       

LOVE  TO HIS INSTRUCTIONS AND HIS MESSAGE 

My brothers and sisters, Jesus, the Son of God is the beloved of the Father who loves the 

Father the same way the Father loves him and he is happy doing what learns from the Father. He 

was obedient to the Father's words and instructions, even unto death, and selflessly commits his 

life to the work of proclamation and building up of God's kingdom. For this work of God to 

continue, more hands are needed! The world of today is in dare need of evangelization!   

In today's gospel with its tone of urgency, the Lord Jesus not only proclaims that the 

kingdom of God is at hand, but he also gives some SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS (or Mission 

Statements to his 72 disciples) for how to go forth to build the kingdom. God's kingdom is ever-

present in the world, yet, there are still signs of injustice and violence and hatred everywhere we 

look. At first, it seems that these are contrasting ideologies, but we must remember that the 

kingdom of God is both "here" and "not yet" (Living Liturgy, p. 172). 

Also, giving the fact that a lot have changed in our society of today ranging from travel, 

communication, economics, multiculturalism to multi-faith, raises the question as to whether the 

gospel is still relevant today? And in what ways the essence of its truth can be distilled to inform 

our current mission? From today's gospel we learn that; 

- The needs of the world is the reason the world needs the mission of Christians since 

plentiful harvest is waiting to be reaped. 

- Prayer to the "Master of the harvest" is an essential element for the empowering of the 

harvesters - the messengers. 



- The thought that it is Jesus who sends us on mission should fill our minds always, and 

we can go in confident of his active protection. 

- We are reminded that there are "wolves" to be confronted on the way - personal, 

communal, and structural realities that will try to hunt down and consume those who proclaim 

the gospel. Every generation of Christians needs the gift of discernment so we can name and 

recognize these "wolves" (Matt 7:15). 

- Our society today is mobile and we know that to travel well is to travel lightly. When 

the goal of our journey is the reign of God, then, money, possessions or concern with status can 

be hindering baggage, with the urgency of the mission. 

- The warning to "GREET NO ONE," is not a recommendation for brash impoliteness, 

but a condemnation for social dalliance and time-consuming gossip. Whether accepted or 

rejected, the precious gift of Christ's healing peace, not a false or conventional greeting, is to be 

offered to the household that the missionaries visit. 

- The seventh instruction puts into the disciples' mouths Jesus' own resurrection greeting 

of Easter eve, "PEACE BE WITH YOU" (Luke  24:36), to be freely accepted or rejected. 

- Hospitality that is graciously accepted and allows the host to dictate the "menu" not 

only at meals but also in the broader cultural context of the table of life, is the eight principle. 

Good missionaries do not impose their own cultural expectations on others but are nourished by 

whatever the host offers, both personal and social. This does not deny efforts to dismantle the 

SOCIAL BARRIERS, and the mention of the curing of the sick reminds us that this is a work 

of "LOVING SERVICE" that speaks a universal language of care and respect for the suffering 

humanity, no matter what a person's culture or social status. Accepted (v.9) or rejected (v.11), 

the message is the same: "THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS AT HAND!" 



- The ninth missionary principle is the realistic expectation of failure, of being resisted 

and rejected as Jesus was. 

- The tenth and the last principle of the missionary charter is that, no matter what, we 

persevere in our proclamation of the reign of God by our words, our relationships, and rituals. 

The closing mention of Sodom is not in reference to any sexual immorality, but to the 

great sin of denying hospitality to God's messengers (Gen 13:13). This is what disciples of Jesus 

are. Those who deny them welcome will be judged by what they reject -"THE REIGN OF GOD" 

Let us cry out with joy and make a joyful noise to God even as we rejoice with Jerusalem 

and be glad with her for the posterity God will extend like a river all over the earth. And as 

messengers of God's peace, joy, reconciliation and love, let us in prayer and worship in this 

Eucharist ascribe all glory and all honour to the Lord who grants success to all our endeavours 

and in whose name we boast as we renew our commitment in his mission as we wait for the 

fulfilment of God's kingdom at the end of time (cf Living Liturgy, pp. 171 and 172). 

May the grace, peace and mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your Spirit. Amen.  

 

N:B: Parishioners of St. Daniel the Martyr, South Mountain, remember that there will not 

be Weekday Masses in your Church on Wednesdays throughout the month of July and August! 

  "HAPPY SUMMER HOLIDAYS!"   


