
REFLECTION FOR THE 16TH SUNDAY IN THE ORDINARY TIME YEAR C  

(Gen 18:1-10a; Ps 15:2-3,3-4, 5; Col 1:24-28; Luke 10:38-42) 17/07/2022 

THEME: HOSPITALITY THAT PLEASES THE LORD 

There was a well-known fable about Jesus visiting his friends.  Once Jesus 

promised a pious old lady that he would visit her that day. She got ready, cleaned 

the house, scrubbed everything to shining, kept things in order, and sat waiting for 

the Lord to come to her house. Suddenly there was a knock at the door. She rushed 

to open the door and saw only a poor shabbily dressed beggar. She was 

disappointed and told the beggar that she was not free and was waiting for an 

important guest. He must quickly go away.  The beggar was confused and sad. A 

bit later there was another knock and she ran to the door to find a familiar old man 

for help.  She was not free to take care of him and she sent him away by slamming 

the door. After some time there was another knock and she ran to the door to find a 

hungry beggar asking for bread. She was annoyed and sent him away empty-

handed.  She sat down and waited for Jesus and there was no sign of him. She went 

to bed with a heavy heart. The good Lord came to her in the dream and she 

complained. He said that he did come three times and she had denied entry to him. 

 

God indeed is a loving and kind Father who loves and cares for all that he created. 

In Jesus - 'EMMANUEL', he took flesh and dwelt among us, visiting us in 

different ways and at varied times.  

 

The first reading and the gospel tell us stories of people who encountered God in 

their homes and responded with welcome. While Abraham the father of our faith 

offers hospitality to three strangers (who were in need), and in return, his greatest 

wish is granted, Martha and Mary played host to Jesus. But whereas Martha  in the 

words of Benedict XVI, 'was completely taken up with the service (diakonia) of 

hospitality to offer to Jesus and his disciples; Mary, on the contrary, devoted 

herself to listening to the Lord's word (Lk 10:38-42) and honouring Jesus by giving 

him her full attention, even physically sitting at his feet. Then, Martha who is 

making her guest's best comfort the priority by serving them complains that Mary 

sitting at Jesus's feet in silence is no help to her ministry. She has been left to cope 

on her own. In response, Jesus admonishing the one who criticizes and 

defending the criticized says: "Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled 

about many things; one thing is needful. Mary has chosen the good portion, which 

shall not be taken away from her" (Lk 10:41-42). This shows the priority we must 

give to God which is why the Apostles reflect: "We must devote ourselves to 



prayer and to the ministry of the word" (Acts 6:4). Mary has chosen the "better 

part" on this occasion, he says, but it is only a part of the way the two sisters are to 

be of service of Jesus, not the whole picture; nor is either sister's service of Jesus 

constant or unwavering. Only both sisters, together, can accommodate Jesus in 

the way he should be welcomed. 

 

We do not have to divide the world between competing poets, prophets, and 

pragmatists, nor do we need to choose once and for all between contemplation and 

action. rather, what will unite us is to welcome all, to respect our differences, or to 

accept that we may be sometimes one and sometimes the other (Living Liturgy, 

2022, pp. 178 - 180). 

 

To divide and divorce the Martha and Mary in each of us is a real temptation. Both 

are needed to keep vigil and to be present to Christ when he is again in agony and 

in need in our suffering brothers and sisters (as illustrated in our beautiful fable 

above). Being hospitable to this kind of people is being hospitable to Jesus who 

says: "Whatsoever you do to the least of my brethren, that you do unto me" (Matt 

25:40). 

 

The gospel is not just a call to rest, but viewing hospitality as an act of attention 

and listening. Jesus tells Martha that the best way to serve him isn't feeding him, 

it's listening to him. Hospitality is an act in which everyone can participate, 

regardless of age or material wealth. When we encounter others, whether it's in 

school, the workplace, a restaurant, a store, or in a social setting, we have an 

opportunity to engage with opennes and attention, or to engage in a purely 

transactional way.  

 

As disciples, sometimes discipleship requires meeting physical needs, like we see 

in Martha preparing food. But Jesus reminds us that discipleship is also about truly 

being present with and for others. It is only when we are attentive to those we 

encounter that we can fully respond. It is only when we are attentive to Jesus that 

we can hear his voice and follow his invitation and command (ibid. 180). May we 

look to Martha and Mary and to all holy women throughout Scripture, as examples 

of discipleship and life in Christ. For if we focus on Christ, everything else will fall 

into place. 

Let us then, in the words of St. Ambrose, "Seek to have what cannot be taken from 

us, dedicating diligent, not distracted attention to the lord's word. the seeds of the 

heavenly word are blown away if they are sown along the roadside. May the wish 

to know be an incentive to you too, as it was to Mary, this is the greatest and most 

perfect act."  May God's blessings of peace be with you and remain in your homes! 


