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      REFLECTION FOR THE 19TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR C 
         (Wisdom 18:6-9; Psalm 32(33); Hebrews 11:1–2, 8–19; Luke 12:32-48) 
 
  THEME: WATCHING AND WALKING BY FAITH AND LOVE AS FAITHFUL STEWARDS  
 
My dearest friends in Christ, 

 

'Our Christian faith is based on the personal love of God towards each one of us. Through faith, 

wonders have been carried out throughout the ages. Thanks to faith we ourselves believe in the 

divine presence and in his providential care. But true faith is nothing without love. It is love that 

is the driving force of faith; it is love that pushes the men and women living on this earth to 

believe, with all their heart, in God the Father who is caring for us.  Faith and love do good 

work: together they lead man towards God, towards that food which is the Word of God. 

Today’s readings call us to faith, hope, and trust in God' (Fr. Eugene Lobo, SJ). 

 

The first reading of today's liturgy of the Word from the book of Wisdom describes the Israelites 

waiting for the first Passover. 

The second reading from the letter to the Hebrews describes the Israelite's faith and journey from 

a physical homeland to the spiritual one. Faith, a living relationship with God which makes all 

things possible through the unfailing power of God, "Is the realization of what is hoped for and 

evidence of things not seen" (Heb 11:1). For Paul, "They did not receive what had been promised 

but saw it and greeted it from afar and acknowledged themselves to be strangers and aliens on 

earth, for those who speak thus show that they are seeking a homeland" (Heb 11:13-14). We are 

all travelers on earth and our faith in God is our guide, our shield and our hope. Our journey of 

faith is our true journey of hope, and our hope in God will never fail us, so long as we do what 

He requires of us. In this journey, too, we must have faith in ourselves and we must have faith, 

unwavering faith in God. For as we focus on God, whose 'eyes are upon those who fear Him and 

hope in His kindness,' He, God, who is our help and our shield' in turn, focuses on us. So, how 

much do we love and desire God and his kingdom? Do we value and treasure our relationship 

with Him and with other people? Do we delight in his words and commandments? As the 

Scripture says: "Where your treasure is, there also will your heart be" (Lk 12:34). 

Little wonder why in the gospel, Jesus tells us to place our treasure in heaven, "Sell your 

belongings and give alms. Provide money bags for yourselves that do not wear out, an 

inexhaustible treasure in heaven that no thief can reach nor moth destroy" (Lk 12:33), and to stay 

vigilant here on earth, for "Blessed are those servants whom the master finds vigilant on his 

arrival" (Lk 12:37). We are to be 'girded,' ready and prepared for action. For he will surely come! 

 

As Christians and believers in Christ who are servants and stewards, we must remain alert and 

watchful to be ready to welcome Jesus when he comes in his glory. And we must to borrow the 

words of Benedict XVI 'live with this inner disposition, like those servants in the parable who 

were waiting for their master's return from wedding.' We must therefore, be vigilant, watching, 

praying and doing good.'  For as Pope Francis rightly puts it: "The path to vigilance is through 

prayer and from the words of Christ, we see that vigilance is tied to alertness: be alert, do not get 

distracted, that is, stay awake! Vigilance means this: not to allow our hearts to become lazy or 

our spiritual life to soften into mediocrity. He invites us not to be afraid. Why? Because 

everything will be okay? No, but because He will come. Jesus will return as He promised." 
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The Advent of the Lord, says Fr. Lawrence Heiney is our future. We are all to be living in 

expectation of the Son of Man, descending on the clouds to reveal the kingdom of God, when the 

will of God “…will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” 

 

The reason the readings are urging and encouraging us to look forward and above and plan our 

lives according to salvation, not earthly satisfaction, so that we may "desire a better homeland, a 

heavenly one."  

 

The Lord wants us to be vigilant and place our treasure in heaven, not just because it is the right 

thing to do, but because he loves us, he cares for us, he wants the best for us, he encourages our 

own joy and happiness. He means well for us and wants to see us succeed. Thus, the need to 

prayerfully wait and be alive in faith, hope and charity. 

 

Like faithful and responsible stewards, we should not misuse this opportunity, neither should we 

abuse the many gifts God has given to us nor use them to oppress, suppress, harm and lord it 

over the members of the household entrusted to our care. For such behaviour will earn the 

Master's great displeasure at his coming. Responding to Peter's question, the Lord said: "The 

servant who knows the correct thing to do, and doesn't do it, will be punished, but the servant 

who is ignorant about the correct things will be punished less. Both the disciples of Jesus and 

indeed, all of us who seek to follow Christ, have no excuse, not even the Church's leaders. 

 

As the Lord comes every hour knocking at the door of our hearts through those we meet, 

especially the poor and the marginalized, in the circumstances of our daily lives, in the signs of 

our times, and as we encounter him at every eucharistic table, let us with eager watchfulness and 

active vigilance open our hearts to him who 'serves his watchful servants' and 'rewards them with 

his glory.' He is here right now. He is always with us. Recognize him and welcome him. Accept 

his forgiveness and grace. Always trust and follow him wherever he leads! 

 

In his Angelus message of August 12, 2007, Pope Benedict XVI avers: 

"The liturgy on the 19th Sunday of Ordinary Time prepares us in a certain way for the solemnity 

of Mary's Assumption into Heaven, where the Blessed Virgin Mary has preceded us in the joy of 

paradise. In particular, the Gospel passage, continuing last Sunday's message, asks Christians to 

detach themselves from material goods, which are for the most part illusory, and to do their duty 

faithfully, constantly aspiring to Heaven. May the believer remain alert and watchful to be ready 

to welcome Jesus when he comes in his glory."  

 

May the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God's Son, Jesus and the Queen of Heaven shield 

us from all temptation, protect us from all evil and always intercede for us. Amen! 

 

"Be vigilant for nothing one achieves lasts forever" - Tahar Ben Jelloun. 
 
WISHING YOU A HAPPY SUNDAY CELEBRATION AS YOU 'SUMMER' WITH JESUS! 

 

 
 


