
REFLECTION FOR THE 20TH SUNDAY IN THE ORDINARY TIME OF THE YEAR C 

(Jer 38:4-6, 8-10; Ps 40:2, 3, 4, 18; Heb 12:1-4; Gosp Accl Jn 10:27; Luke 12:49-53) 

"I have come to set the earth on fire, and how I wish it were already blazing! Do you 

think that I have come to establish peace on the earth? No, I tell you, but rather 

division" (Luke 12:49, 51) 

My dearest friends in Christ, 

Are you surprised that these words were coming from the Son of God, the Prince of 

Peace and the Light of the world? Could it mean that the Messiah and Saviour of the 

world is promoting division and violence? The answer is "No!" When we look at today's 

passage within the overall gospel narrative, we would find out that Jesus's words 

remain consistent with what he has taught thus far and will continue to preach through 

his death and resurrection (cf. Living Liturgy, p. 196). Essentially, Jesus reminds us that 

we all have a choice to respond to God's invitation. Some will accept the invitation and 

others will reject it. Because of this, there will be division among people and families. 

We must also remember the context of Jesus's mission and ministry. Many people were 

upset that Jesus would teach and preach about the kingdom of God in a way that 

seemingly contradicted their established religious beliefs. There was a real tension 

present when Jesus spoke. But that didn't stop him from teaching and preaching the 

truth of God's kingdom. He was born and destined to do such. If we go back a little bit 

to the second chapter in the Gospel of Luke (2:34), we would find the wise old man 

Simeon prophesying and saying to Mary, when she brought the infant Jesus into the 

temple, "Behold, this child is destined for the fall and rise of many in Israel, and to be a 

sign that will be contradicted." So, Jesus was and still is a sign of contradiction. He is an 

enigma. He is truly equally, the Prince of Peace. That his teaching is a source of division 

shouldn't scandalize, discourage nor deter us. We should always stand up and speak up 

in defense of our Christian faith, for all things Catholic, even as we commit and dedicate 

our lives, our time, talent and treasure for the course of the gospel of Christ. We cannot 

allow the fire to go out! 

The fire and water imagery point to a cleansing and refining that will be found at the 

end of time. Recall that for the past few weeks, our gospel readings have discussed 

preparing for the eschaton, and today's reading highlights just how significant of an 

event this will be. We know how destructive fire and water can be, but we also know 

the life that can come from these primordial elements. But the Holy Spirit, the Fire of 

God's Love and the Principal Agent of Christ's mission is the Sanctifier, the Cleanser and 

the Refiner. He revives and renews!  



In his Pentecost Sunday homily of 31, May 2009, Pope Benedict XVI says: "The real 

fire, the Holy Spirit, was brought to the earth by Christ. He did not steal it from the 

gods like Prometheus, according to the Greek myth, but rather made himself the 

mediator of the "gift of God", obtaining it for us with the greatest act of love in history: 

his death on the Cross.  Sacred Scripture reveals to us that the energy capable of 

moving the world is not an anonymous and blind force but the action of the "Spirit of 

God... moving over the face of the waters" (Gn 1,2) at the beginning of the Creation. 

And Jesus Christ "brought to the earth" not the vital force that already lived in it but the 

Holy Spirit, that is, the love of God who "renews the face of the earth", purifying it from 

evil and setting it free from the dominion of death (cf. Ps 103,29-30 [104]: 29-30). This 

pure, essential and personal "fire", the fire of love, came down upon the Apostles 

gathered in prayer with Mary in the Upper Room, to make the Church an extension of 

Christ's work of renewal. Yes, dear brothers and sisters, wherever the Spirit of God 

enters he puts fear to flight; he makes us know and feel that we are in the hands of an 

Omnipotence of love: something happens, his infinite love does not abandon us. It is 

demonstrated by the witness of martyrs, by the courage of confessors of the faith, by 

the undaunted zeal of missionaries, by the frankness of preachers, by the example of all 

the saints, even some who were adolescents and children. It is demonstrated by the 

very existence of the Church which, despite the limitations and sins of men and women, 

continues to cross the ocean of history, blown by the breath of God and enlivened by 

his purifying fire. With this faith and joyful hope let us repeat today, through the 

intercession of Mary: "Send forth your Spirit, O Lord, and renew the face of the earth". 

We need Him to activate in us the same "fire-like-enthusiasm" which Jesus had for the 

spreading of the Gospel. We should not worry nor fear about being contradicted but 

fire-up and set the world ablaze with the fire of God's love and doing the work of God 

with great and courageous zeal, finding consolation that we journey with "so great a 

cloud of witness" (Heb 12:1) that support and walk with us on our journey to follow 

Christ, let us as "profound community of believers" not isolated individuals, always 

"keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, the leader and perfecter of our faith" (Heb 12:2), even 

as we confidently look forward with joy to the coming of the reign of God.  

Remember: “Everything we are about to do, even if it were a supremely heroic action 

destroying the foundations of all evil on earth, that act will have no value, except to the 

extent, with which our will accords with the will of the Immaculate and, through her, 

with the will of God … It is love in all its profundity (beyond feelings, even though that 

is also beautiful) that must transform us … It should consume us and, through us, set 

fire to the world and destroy and burn all the evil it finds there. This is the fire of which 

the Saviour said: “I have come to cast fire on the earth and what how I wish that it 



were already burning!” (Lk 12:49). Consumed by this fire of divine love (I repeat, it is 

not a question here of sweet tears or of feelings but of the will, even in the midst of 

disgust and antipathy), we will set the whole world ablaze! Love never rests but 

spreads like fire that burns everything. And all of us human beings should tend towards 

being set alight by this fire of love and that it may burn all souls that are and will be in 

the world. This is the ideal towards which we should tend. We must remember the 

words of Jesus: “I have come to set the earth on fire” (Lk 12:49). On our part we 

should do all we can to make this fire light up more and more every day.” – St 

Maximilian Kolbe OFM (1894-1941) Priest, Martyr – Conferences. 


