
REFLECTION FOR THE 21ST SUNDAY IN THE ORDINARY TIME, YEAR C   21/08/2022 

Readings: 

First: Isaiah 66: 18-21  - The Lord says "I am coming to gather the nations of 

every language ... I will send ... to the distant islands that never heard of me ... 

they will proclaim my glory to the nations." 

 

Psalm: 116 - Go out to the whole word, proclaim the Good News / O praise the 

Lord all you nations / Strong is his love for us. 

 

Second: Hebrews 12 5-7, 11-13 - The Lord trains the ones he loves ... 

suffering is part of your training ... it bears fruit in peace and goodness. 

 

Gospel:   Luke 13: 22-30 -  Men from the east and west, north and south will 

come to take their places at the feast in the kingdom of God.  The first will be 

last and the last will be first. 

THEME: LORD, WILL ONLY A FEW BE SAVED? WILL ONLY FEW ENTER THE KINGDOM? 
 
My dear brothers and sisters, 

The will of the almighty God is that, "…All men should be saved and come to the 
knowledge of the truth" (1 Tim 2:4). This is evident in the readings of today. And this, 
too, was the reason God sent his Son into the world (Jn 3:16), for the Kingdom of God 
draws near in the coming of the Incarnate Word; it is announced in the Gospel; it is the 
messianic Kingdom, present in the person of Jesus, the Messiah; it remains in our midst 
in the Eucharist. who established and proclaimed God's kingdom and redeemed and 
restored all things back to God through his passion, death and resurrection. God's 
kingdom which began with Christ's death and resurrection and must be further 
extended by Christians until it has been fully revealed and brought into perfection by 
Christ himself at the end of time. Christ gave to his Apostles the work of proclaiming 
the Kingdom, and through the Holy Spirit forms his people into a priestly kingdom, the 
Church, in which the Kingdom of God is mysteriously present, for she is the seed and 
beginning of the Kingdom on earth. In the Lord's Prayer ("Thy Kingdom come") we pray 
for its final glorious appearance, when Christ will hand over the Kingdom to his 
Father (CCC# 541-554, 709, 763, 2816, 2819). 

So, the question asked by someone, "Lord, will only a few people be saved?" (Lk 
13:23), and the answer Jesus gave: "Strive to enter through the narrow gate, for many, 
I tell you, will attempt to enter but will not be strong enough" (Lk 13:24), both suggests 
and reveals respectively, that the kingdom of God which is freely open to all, "Is 
something of great and inestimable value - a treasure" (Matt 13:44-45); "Is something 
very costly" because it cost the Son of God his very life. Jesus gave his blood to 
purchase the Church - God's kingdom on earth (Acts 20:28; Eph. 5:25). It's demand is 



in the choice, the acceptance, the sacrifice and the efforts we must make - "Strive to 
enter through the narrow gate" (Lk 13:14).  
 
The first reading shows the holiness of this kingdom when it speaks of the proclamation 
of the glory of God, to gather and lead people back to him the way the Israelites 
brought their offering in pure vessels, into the temple of the Lord. It is a kingdom of 
glory and holiness in which nothing impure will enter it (cf. Acts 21:26, 28). 
 
The kingdom of God is open to all, but the response of Jesus leads us to know that an 
effort must be made to enter it, since the door that leads to it is narrow (Lk 13:24). 
Jesus identifies himself with the door when he says: "I am the door: if anyone enters 
through me, he will be saved; he will go in and out and will find pasture" (Jn 10:9). He 
refers himself, too, as "The way" (Jn 14:6). Therefore, when Jesus says, "Strive to 
enter through the narrow door" (Lk 13:24) he means "enter through me," "go through 
me," that is, live as I live, love as I loved, suffer with me, drink the cup that I have to 
drink, receive the baptism that I receive (cf. Mk 10:38). This is where the narrowness of 
the door lies, and exactly why the disciples found his teaching hard that even made 
many to retreat from following him (Jn 6:60:65). 
 
From Justmehomely, very many opportunities are available to us during our lives. From 
this large assortment, we must decide which ones we want, which ones suit our 
personalities, and then strive to get them. The ones that we choose are not just going 
to fall into our laps - we have to go get them. If we pursue them half-heartedly, we are 
apt to miss them. One could say that the gate that we have to go through to attain 
what we want is a 'narrow one' since there are much larger and easier gates that we 
could just fall through without even trying. These larger gates can distract us from the 
narrow gate we would like to go through. 
These are some examples of common choices we must make. 

▪ While in school and college, we must decide what kind of vocation we would like to 
enter after we graduate. To prepare ourselves, we must strive to get good grades if 
we want to succeed in that vocation. The gate we are preparing to go through is a 
narrow one. 

▪ When we find a job we like, it is important to strive to do it well so as to maintain 
our employment. To do the job half-heatedly means that we may soon be looking 
for another one. The gate to keeping a good job is also a narrow one. 

▪ During our recreational time, many of us participate in competitive sports. We soon 
find out that if we want to win, we must strive diligently to pass through a 
narrow gate of being a winner. The alternative gate is much wider if our goal is to 
participate just for the fun of it. 

 
Jesus has freely offered salvation to everyone. But, will we choose salvation from the 
many opportunities available? Will striving to enter the kingdom of God through the 
narrow gate be our top priority? Or will we slide through one of the larger gates in life 



that is much easier and perhaps more fun to do in the short term? We must strive to 
accept Jesus’ offer of salvation. Salvation is a pure gift offered to us by Jesus. There is 
nothing we do that can earn this gift, it is free from God. But a gift is not a gift until it is 
accepted. As human beings, we have free will and can choose either to accept his gift 
or to reject it. We can wait too long to accept the gift, or we can become so calloused 
with the other pleasures of earth that we no longer know that the gift is being offered. 
 
Since God is in charge of final judgment, why do we try to decide who will be saved? 
We, as disciples of Jesus, must not be judgmental about who we think will go through 
the narrow gate; our vision of God must be not myopic or parochial. We must see with 
a wide-angle lens that God’s salvation is open to all. God’s salvation is unbounded 
and it reaches out to those whom we may not only distrust but also sometimes even 
despise. We must be careful not to think that only those with our point of view are 
faithful and deserving of salvation. We must not think that only those will be saved who 
belong to the right religious groups, who believe correct religious doctrines, and who 
follow an approved way of life. 
 
Jesus’ invitation to salvation is open to all of us. It is his will to save us. The good news 
is that it is never too late. What is our response? Is each of us striving to go through 
the narrow gate? Are we allowing ourselves to be trained by his Word and do we 
accepts God's teaching and corrections with the pains they entail, as something which 
bears fruit of peace and of justice" (Heb 12:11); "counting everything as loss for the 
sake of Christ" (Phil 3:7-8); learning how to live, "poor in Spirit" (Matt 5:3); receiving 
the free gift of God's kingdom like a child" (Mark 10:15), and sharing everything we've 
freely received with others (Matt 10:8). The choice, decision and efforts are ours to 
make! "I will be saved! I will pursue it!! I will strive to enter through the narrow gate!!!"  

 

HAPPY  NEW  WEEK  TO  YOU  ALL!  BLESSINGS!! 

 


