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REFLECTION FOR THE 23RD SUNDAY IN THE ORDINARY TIME, YEAR C   04/09/2022 

(Wisdom 9:13-18b; Ps 90; Philemon 9:10, 12-17;  Alleluia: Ps 119:135; Lk 14:25:33) 

             

                      THEME: RENUNCIATION AND DISCIPLESHIP 

My beloved brothers and sisters, 

"Ave crux, spes unica. Hail the Cross, our only Hope." This mantra probably 

sounds ridiculous to those unfamiliar with the Christian story. Why would 

anyone ever willingly glory an instrument of torture and death? We must 

remember that as Christians, we are called to "see with Easter eyes," for 

we know the story of Christ does not end with death. This post-

resurrection mantra allows us to see the cross as more than what 

immediately meets the eye. Instead of death, we see life. Instead of 

rejection, we see glorification. 

Imagine how strange it must have felt, then, for Jesus's disciples to hear 

him say, "WHOEVER DOES NOT CARRY HIS CROSS AND COME AFTER ME 

CANNOT BE MY DISCIPLE." Not only is this terrifying in itself, but this is 

the second time in Luke's gospel where Jesus speaks of taking up one's 

cross. The disciples will soon realize, if they haven't already, that the cross 

is not something to be avoided but embraced. 

The cross is an image of complete self-gift. Jesus gives himself totally for 

us through his death on the cross. We, too, are called to share the gift of 

ourselves, even when we might not literally be called to die for our faith. 

We practice self-gift when we give our time to others, listening attentively 

instead of checking our phone. We practice self-gift when we make 

decisions that benefit the good of others instead of ourselves. We practice 

self-gift when we recognize that we do not exist as isolated individuals and 

all of God's creation does not revolve around us. Indeed, let us follow 

Jesus's command to carry our cross after him that we might know the joy 

that comes in living for others (Living Liturgy: 2022, p. 210).   

As the Lord tells us today that to be his disciple is costly and entails a lot of 

sacrifices and commitment, let us thank God for the price His Son paid for 

us and ask Him for the grace to follow Jesus, to listen to Him and to be 

renewed in mind, spirit and body through our work and through our loving 
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relationship with one another but always drawing strength and 

encouragement in the Cross of Jesus! 

We should give up everything for the sake of Jesus and for the sake of the 
kingdom of God! 
We should love God and his kingdom above all else by loving Jesus, 
listening to the message of God's kingdom, and allowing this message to 
change us and through us change the world!! 
 

HAPPY WEEKEND AND A SPLENDID LABOUR DAY! 
 


