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REFLECTION FOR THE 24TH SUNDAY IN THE ORDINARY YR C 11/09/2020 

(Ex 32.7-11.13-14; Ps 50(51); 1Tm 1.12-17; Gospel Acclam 1 Cor 5:19;  Lk 15.1-32) 

 

THEME:  FESTIVAL OF FINDING WHAT IS LOST 
 
Today we find ourselves before festivities for what were lost but found again. 

Jesus in the Gospel speaks of the lost sheep, the lost coin and of the famous 

prodigal son. To note about these three cases is a restlessness on the part of the 

owners of the lost things or son, which provoked the search to recover what were 

lost. The first two cases required the owners to go in search of them, as what were 

lost are not moral and conscious beings. The third case, however, required a 

collaboration for the reacquisition, the father and the son being conscious and 

moral. 

 

While the lost son came to his senses, got up and went to his father (a sign of his 

conversion), the father seeing him still far away as he was returning, ran out to 

meet him (Lk 15: 17-20). With these correlational gestures, the finding was 

realized and so was the feast possible. We are this son, while the father is God, the 

repentant son and the merciful father. How far away are we from God and how 

much do we notice this separation and its consequence of hunger and deficiency, 

both spiritual and material? Do we make any effort of repentance for a return? Let 

us work to rediscover our holiness, our peace with others, God's love, his mercy, 

his forgiveness, etc. The merciful Father awaits us. 

 

Even God repents of his anger. The first reading presents God outraged by the 

Israelites who turned away from him to worship a molten calf. He would have 

destroyed them had Moses not intervened, pleading with him to remember his oath 

to make numerous the posterity of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Israel, a plea that 

caused God to repent of his wrath. In like manner, God remembers the blood of his 

Son Jesus, prefigured in Moses' supplication, and forgives us. We must also 

remember God's goodness on us, and forgive our debtors. 

 

St. Paul describes himself as the first among the recipients of divine magnanimity, 

because he had blasphemed and persecuted the Church of Christ. He is the first 

among the lost be found children of God. He remembered the mercy received from 

God who then put him at his service. Paul is recognized of his constant invitation 

to people to be reconciled with God in order to have his mercy.. 

 

Heaven and earth are waiting to celebrate our conversion, our return to the 

merciful Father. It is to be noted that the calf that was an idol for the Israelites (Ex 

32,8) is part of the feast meal for the return of the prodigal son (Lk 15: 23-24). 
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What God created must not cause us to deviate from him. Instead, they should aid 

us to praise him. It is also to be noted that God and Moses blamed each other, 

about who brought the Israelites out of Egypt (Ex 32,7.11). This may seem strange. 

The liberation of the Israelites was the initiative of God who, however, used Moses 

as an instrument. However, Moses was both the instrument of liberation and one of 

the liberated. St. Augustine says: "God who created you without you will not save 

you without you". God demands our cooperation to save us. We cannot blame him 

for creating us and again delivering us after the fall. We are guilty and like the 

prodigal son, we must repent and return to the Father to ask for his mercy. May we 

return to the source of our life, to the abundance of spiritual and material goods. 

 

The calf, not of idolatry but for the feast of our return, is ready. Let heaven and 

earth rejoice. Let us celebrate, avoiding saddening ourselves for those who were 

lost and are found, because in the Father's house there are many mansions (Jn 14: 

2).  

While the sheep that strayed are invited to return to the heavenly and merciful 

Father, those who act as earthly fathers to provide for God's children, I mean 

political leaders and all who have one authority or the , but who instead cause the 

death and the dispersion of their subjects, must out of obligation seek for the sheep 

they have made to wander into the hands of the enemy. Earthly leaders must seek 

the lost sheep. Christ is our model, he goes out in search. We must all look for our 

brothers and sister that are not in the sheepfold. Let's all work for the great feast in 

heaven as Fr. Modestus Onyewuenyi enlightens and encourages us! 

 

HAPPY WEEKEND AND A SPLENDID SUNDAY CELEBRATION! 

 


