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REFLECTION FOR THE 24TH SUNDAY IN THE ORDINARY YR C, 18/09/2022 

       (Amos 8:4-7; Ps 113; 1Tm 2:1-8; Gospel Acclam 2 Cor 8:9;  Lk 16.1-13) 
 

   THEME:  CALLED TO BE RESPONSIBLE AND TRUSTWORTHY STEWARDS  

 
When Jesus says, "You cannot serve God and mammon," we typically define 

mammon as wealth or riches, which certainly makes sense in the context of this 

story. But mammon also means anything that we might rely on, including power 

and privilege. When Jesus tells us we cannot serve God and mammon, he 

essentially insists that we cannot serve both God and anything that might prevent 

us from fully serving God. 

 

As we strive to serve God, we must intentionally discern what is of God and what 

is not of God. St. Ignatius of Loyola, a spiritual master on discernment, teaches 

that this discernment is something we do every day. Ignatius tells us that feelings 

and desires that bring us joy and happiness or experience of faith, hope, and love 

are all of God. On the contrary, when we experience fear, inadequacy, doubt, or 

sadness, we recognize these feelings are not of God. As we grow in faith and 

relationship with God, we are better able to discern what is of God - namely, what 

brings us spiritual consolation - as well as those things that are not of God and 

bring spiritual desolation (Living Liturgy: 2022, p. 218). 

 

Another important practice of discernment is learning how we might use our gifts 

to best serve God. While our lives and experiences take different forms and paths, 

all of us are called to respond to God's invitation in our lives. How do we respond? 

Do we use our time and talents to work for justice and the betterment of others? Do 

we share our gifts with people who might benefit from them? Do we use our gifts 

to make God known, loved and served? Do we serve God in our daily decisions? 

Or are we distracted, placing our trust in things that are fleeting? (Ibid, p. 218).    

As Church leaders, world leaders and family leaders (i.e, parents), are we faithful 

stewards in mysteries of God (spiritual resources) as well as in material resources, 

caring for God's creation, including  the environment  in all our actions and 

interactions? 

 

God the Creator who created the earth and everything in it endowed it with huge 

immeasurable blessings of riches and wealth for the good of all. In his benevolent 

and generous love He endowed and gifted each of us with these goods, freely but 

to be faithfully, wisely, responsibly, carefully and freely used and shared for the 

good of all. Unfortunately, like the prodigal son last Sunday (Luke 15:1-32) and 

the prodigal, shrewd and lazy steward or business manager this week (Luke 16:1-

13), we've in one way or the other "squandered" the goods God entrusted to our 



 

P
ag

e2
 

care either through wastefulness as a result of carelessness, negligence, 

incompetence, malice or 'consumerism.' Worst still, some stewards or 

administrators of these goods, instead of making friends and enhancing life with 

earthly goods use them to oppress, trample upon the needy and destroy the poor of 

the land (Amos 8:4).  If all we have were given to us by God, then, the hour will 

come - a day of reckoning, a time to give account to the one and only one before 

whom everybody's report is bare and clearly seen. What if you or I is reported to 

Him (God) today, what will you do? What will I do? This should be a question for 

each of us as a disciple and trusty steward of the rich property of God's household, 

not only of the material goods that are to be shared with those in need, but 

especially, of the mysteries of God (1 Cor 4:1).  

 

All of us both Church leaders and political leaders, parents, teachers, guardians, 

educators, mentors, students, workers, etc., are God's children endowed and 

entrusted with God's properties in many ways, in different forms and in various 

places, high or low, respectively. What we do and how we manage what we have 

received is of utmost concern and important to the giver - God, himself. And to use 

and manage these resources very well as faithful and responsible wise stewards, 

CHARACTER COUNTS; INTEGRITY MATTERS; TRUST IS KEY; HONESTY 

SHOULD BE THE DRIVING FORCE; LOVE AND COMPASSION SHOULD 

BE THE SPIRIT, THEN, COURAGE AND COMMITMENT ARE ESSENTIAL. 

As the Holy Writ puts it: "The person who is trustworthy in very small matters is 

also trustworthy in great ones; and the person who is dishonest in very small 

matters is also dishonest in great ones" (Luke 16:10). Where are we? 

 

Let us imitate Jesus, the most humble and OBEDIENT servant of God who loved 

and cared for all that the Father gave to him without losing anyone (Jn 6:39; 17:12; 

18:9). And who, "although he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that 

by his poverty you might become rich" (2 Cor 8:9). Yes, "Christ Jesus, who gave 

himself as a ransom for all" (1 Tim 2:6). As our model, let us follow his example 

of love and humility in identifying with the poor, the  needy and the marginalized 

to give them sense of hope and lift them up to please God, the giver of every good 

gift and the Father of orphans, "who raises up the lowly from the dust and lifts up 

the poor from the dunghill, to seat them with princes, yes, with the princes of his 

own people" (Ps 113:7-8). In need of God's grace to do God's will as God's faithful 

stewards, let us call on God's Spirit to always possess us and to guide and lead the 

Church and world leaders to lead those entrusted to their care with love, justice, 

equity and respect as humble and trustworthy stewards of God almighty.  

     

 

HAPPY WEEKEND AND BLISSFUL SUNDAY CELEBRATION TO YOU! 


