
REFLECTION FOR THE 24TH SUNDAY IN THE ORDINARY YR C, 25/09/2022 

 (Amos 6:1a, 4-7; Ps 146; 1Tm 6:11-16; Gospel Acclam 2 Cor 8:9;  Lk 16:19-31) 
 

 THEME: THIS GAP BETWEEN THE RICH AND THE POOR HAS CONSEQUENSES 

 
In his address to the United Nations on September 25, 2020, Pope Francis writes, 

"We are faced, then, with a choice between two possible paths. One path leads to 

the consolidation of multiculturalism as the expression of a renewed sense of 

global co-responsibility, a solidarity grounded in justice and the attainment of 

peace and unity within the human family, which is God's plan for our world. The 

other path emphasizes self-sufficiency, nationalism, protectionism, individualism 

and isolation; it excludes the poor, the vulnerable and those dwelling on the 

peripheries of life. That path would certainly be detrimental to the whole 

community, causing self-inflicted wounds on everyone. It must not prevail." 

 

Today's parable of Lazarus and the Rich man invites us to consider these words of 

Pope Francis. How do we reconcile the fact that while some people live in 

extravagance, others are struggling to eat? By including details about the rich 

man's "purple garments and fine linen," Luke reveals that this person is not just 

well-off. Rather, as purple dye was expensive and difficult to obtain, this rich man 

was the richest of the rich, living a luxurious lifestyle. Throughout the gospels, 

Jesus does not necessary condemn people who are wealthy simply for having 

wealth. Rather, as we have seen in the readings for the past several Sundays, Jesus 

denounces people who have an excess of resources that they are unwilling to 

share with others. Such rich men will cry and the poor will receive mercy. 

 

In his writings, Luke considers care for people who are poor or marginalized in 

some way as the essence of Jesus' mission and ministry. The rich man had the 

opportunity to be in relationship with Lazarus but chose not to share his time or 

treasure with him. We also have the opportunity to grow in relationship and 

friendship with people who are hurting and lonely, and sick and hungry. How do 

we choose to respond? 

 

An opportunity has been offered to us today by God through the teaching of his 

Son, Jesus, to go on our way to seek out and find the many "Lazaruses" around us 

begging to be helped and be lifted up. Are we to be complacent and indifferent to 

their plight and ugly condition? Woe always to the one who is complacent to the 

cry of the poor (Amos 6:1a). 

 



As Children of God admonished to pursue righteousness, devotion, faith, love, 

patience, and gentleness, let us compete well for eternal life by competing in love! 
 


