
REFLECTION ON THE SOLEMNITY OF CHRIST THE UNIVERSAL KING 

(Daniel 7:13-14; Psalm 93:1, 1-2, 5; Revelation 1:5-8; Mark 11:9, 10; John 18:33B-27) 

              THEME: HE, THE SON OF MAN IS THE TRUE KING 

  

Today, the last Sunday of the Church's liturgical year is the solemnity 

of Christ the King. So, the Holy One of God, the Lord of all life who is near 

is truly the King of kings and the Lord of lords, from the lineage of king 

David and his kingdom has no end.  

In the first reading from the book of Daniel, the word of God in the 

vision of Daniel says: "The one like a Son of Man receives dominion, glory, 

and kingship; all peoples, nations, and languages serve him. His dominion 

is an everlasting dominion that shall not be taken away, his kingship shall 

not be destroyed" (Dan 7:14). This vision found its fulfilment in Christ who 

from birth into the royal family of king David was anointed. The word of God 

in Matthew 1:16 says: "Joseph, the husband of Mary the Mother of Jesus, 

who is called the anointed one." His anointing was a divine anointing 

through the power of the Holy Spirit, the third Person of the Most Blessed 

Trinity. In Luke's gospel we read: "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me 

because he has anointed me..." (Luke 4:1). Likewise, when Jesus was 

questioned by the high priest, he was asked: "Are you the Christ (the 

Messiah, the Anointed), the Son of the Blessed One?" Jesus said: "I am; 



and you will see the Son of Man seated [with authority] at the right hand of 

power (the Father), and coming with the clouds of heaven" (Mark 14:62; 

Matt 26:64). As king, the Lord is robed with majesty and splendour having 

been anointed with the oil of gladness as the first fruit of all creation. And 

as the first fruit of all creation he became the King of all creation, the centre 

of creation, the ruler of the kings of the earth as well as the eternal high 

priest  who by his sacrificial offering of himself to the Father for the 

redemption and salvation of mankind "made us to be a kingdom of priests 

serving his God" (Rev 1:8) and "our God" (Ps 105:7; Josh 24:18). He 

was/is a faithful witness, indeed. We, his followers, believers and servants 

are called to do same. 

What distinguished Jesus, the Son of Man as the true King was/is his 

union with the Father. He was united with the Father in loving obedience to 

his will and in humble submission as a Lamb of sacrifice.  

He was/is distinguished from other kings (and rulers) of the world in 

that as king, prophet and priest, Jesus "did not come to be served but to 

serve..." (Matt 20:28).  And in perfect and pure charity, he shared his life 

with all. Are we ready and willing to share our love, our gifts, our time, our 

talents and treasures with others? 



Another thing that distinguished the Son of Man as the true King is 

the fact that "though he was in the form of God, he (Jesus) did not count 

equality with God something to be grasped at; he emptied himself, taking 

the form a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in 

human form he humbled himself and became obedient  unto death, even 

death on a cross. Therefore, God has highly exalted him and bestowed on 

him the name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every 

knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every 

tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father" 

(Phil 2:6-11).The same Jesus, the King on whose shoulder "every authority 

and power" rest, rejected the "kingdom of the world" (Jn 18:36) in favour of 

the kingdom of God in heaven which he established and proclaimed. We 

should love God above all else and fix our gaze on the things that are in 

heaven than the things that are on earth.   

The Son of Man, the true exemplary "Shepherd - King" understands 

the sheep vulnerabilities and provides for their needs. What most leaders 

and rulers and kings in our world of today wouldn't do. Instead, they would 

lord it over their subjects and exploit and oppress them. But the "Shepherd 

- King" will not only "leads his sheep to greener pastures, besides the still 

waters to bring to them comfort, solace, healing and restoration, but will 



equally, leads them by example in simplicity, gentleness, obedience, 

patience, kindness, compassion, truth, holiness, mercy, forgiveness, justice 

and peace. 

As we thank God for his love and proclaim Jesus Christ, his only 

begotten Son as the Universal King, let us pray for the grace to imitate his 

life, to follow his example, to love as he loved and to "lay down our lives in 

love and charity" for the good of others, especially, the poor and the needy, 

and for the salvation of all!  
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