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St. Mary's Cemetery Committee Minutes   

Sept. 9, 2020 

Present:  Father Charles Enyinnia, chair; Dennis Molloy; Bob Sisson; Mary MacDonald-

LaPrade  

Opening prayer 

Father Charles led the group in an opening prayer. 

Minutes 

The minutes of the meeting of March 1, 2019 were read and accepted. 

Financial report  

The Financial report was provided by Mary. Currently, there is $11,660.47 in the Cemetery 

account at the Bank of Montreal, Winchester. The report was accepted as read. 

New business 

1. Appreciation for former members of the Cemetery Committee: Pat MacLean, Bill Bradley, Len 

Streng 

Discussion:  

Father Charles suggested a Certificate of Appreciation signed by the bishop be presented to 

each former member of the Cemetery Committee. He also suggested a gift certificate be 

included with each certificate. 

Action: 

Dennis and Father will work on the wording of the certificates. Father will find a graphic designer 

within the parish to create the certificates. 

2. Ed Kearns price list 
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Discussion: 

Mary noted that from the bills, it seems Ed is charging $200 to mow and trim the weeds at the 

main cemetery and $100 to mow and trim the weeks at the Limerick Rd. cemetery. It appears 

Ed is servicing the cemeteries more often in spring, likely when the grass is growing quickly. 

Dennis hasn't talked to Ed for a while and is uncertain whether he may be retiring soon. The 

committee would like to see Ed continue, if he is interested. 

Action: 

Dennis will call Ed to confirm his price list and to see if he'll continue.  

3. Cemetery mass 

Discussion: 

The cemetery mass will take place on Sept. 12 at 10 am. Bob says the St. Mary's Knights of 

Columbus have agreed to help with many of the logistics such as setting up tents and tables, 

and directing traffic. The Knights are prepared to do whatever is necessary to ensure a smooth 

set up for the mass. 

Dennis suggests that Parish Council should manage the cemetery mass in future, while the 

Cemetery Committee will ensure the grounds are properly prepared for the event. Father 

Charles agrees.  

Dennis gives everyone a list of possible activities associated with the mass. Dennis also informs 

the committee that he will send a notice to the area funeral homes and Eastern Ontario 

Memorials to ensure no activities take place in the cemetery during the mass. He also arranged 

to have the mass announced in the Chesterville Record  and will look into placing an 

announcement in the Nation Valley News. 

Action: 
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Dennis will speak to Cindy Morgan as Parish Council chair about having the Council take over 

the cemetery mass.  

4. Establishing an annual budget 

Discussion: 

The committee discussed having an annual budget where we estimate annual costs, such as 

mowing, restoration of headstones after winter, etc. By doing that, it would be easier to 

determine whether funds are available for other activities such as repairing the cross and 

erecting a sign at the Limerick cemetery.  

Action: 

Mary will create a budget taking into account costs for the last few years such as mowing, 

monument repairs, tree removal,  base additions (about $2,000 per year), topsoil needed to fill 

holes (about $300 per year), etc. 

5. Posting cemetery information and bylaws in the church and on church website 

Discussion: 

Dennis would like to see cemetery information made more readily available. He would like to 

see it in a booklet to give to people, and also have the cemetery information available in a full 

document posted at back of church.  

Action: 

When paper is allowed after the COVID-19 pandemic is over, booklets will be made available 

for people to take home. 

Dennis will place the full cemetery information in paper form at back of the church and provide 

the information to Father Charles to post on the church website. Dennis will ask Father to let 

people know the information is available online by including it in his list of notices in his weekly 

email. 



4 
 

It was also decided that we will post minutes of Cemetery Committee meetings on the church 

website. 

6. Signs for the cemeteries 

Discussion: 

Dennis noticed the sign at the Dunbar Rd. cemetery could use some touch-up painting. As well, 

the Limerick Rd. site could use some signage to identify that it belongs to St. Mary’s, 

Chesterville, and the Cross needs painting. 

 

Action: 

Dennis will contact Ronnie Leclair to discuss both issues. Dennis will report back to the 

Committee with proposals via e-mail for comments. 

7. Trees in the cemetery 

Discussion: 

Trees planted by families around some gravesites are becoming difficult to maintain. 

Action: 

Bob will contact Joel Fawcett of Top Notch Tree Service and ask him to give an estimate for 

taking some trees down in the cemetery. Bob and Dennis will mark the trees to come down. 

They will advise the family or estate that trees will be taken down. 

8. Care and maintenance of headstones 

Each year some headstones fall over. The care and maintenance funds that are collected by the 

Committee are intended for the care of the grounds. It is families or estates that are responsible 

for headstone maintenance.  

Father says that the parish in Frankfurt seemed to have a good system for dealing with this 

problem.  
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Action: 

If the Committee knows the family or estate that owns the headstone that has fallen over, we 

will ask them to fix it.   

Father will ask for the name of the person who looks after the cemetery in Frankfurt and speak 

to them as to how they manage this. 

9. Thank you 

Mary is thanked for joining the group. 

The meeting was adjourned 9:15 pm. 

 

 


